THE  TRAGEDY OF RAMSAY MACDONALD
in the leaders. He saw that they were busily exploiting the
crisis to their own personal and Party ends. They were engaged
in a c squalid dog-fight.' c It would be a shame,' he said, 'if
the strains so dear to British hearts of " Land of Hope and
Glory" should sink amid the caterwaul cries of Tory and
Liberal recrimination/ He added : c The nation has a right
to expect the best services that its public men can give irrespec-
tive of personal and Party interests,* His appeal was for the
leaders to rise to the height of circumstances, c Our affairs
must be lifted to a higher plane.* Then he launched his
bombshell.
c I propose that the Prime Minister, Mr. Ramsay Mac-
Donald, should forthwith get into his motor car in Downing
Street, and pick up Mr. Baldwin in Brook Street, and that
these two men should drive down to Churt, and there demand
from Mr. Lloyd George his powerful aid and counsel in their
common difficulties and anxieties. No old personal pre-
judices or rivalries, no false ceremony should stand in the
way. No intermediaries are required ; no secrecy or intrigue
should be tolerated. He is ill, and they cannot summon
him to Downing Street. Courtesy and chivalry reinforce
the national obligation. Let them go together. Let them go
now.'1
The Mail article caused a sensation. Churchill knew that
he was putting the Prime Minister in a hole, and he had no
compunction about putting Baldwin in the hole beside Mac-
Donald. Doubtless the ridiculous spectacle of these two great
friends, Tadpole and Taper, in the hole together appealed to
his sardonic humour. If Lloyd George joined them, anything
might happen. But he must have known that the whole scheme
was impossible. He must have known that Baldwin would
not go within a hundred miles of Lloyd George. Was
this Churchill's way of pouring ridicule on the 6 National'
Government ?
Mr. Lloyd George's support was essential evidence to prove
the bona fides of the c National' Government.  If that evidence
was not forthcoming, what verdict would be given ? This was
the most exasperating challenge that MacDonald had ever
1 Daily Matt> a October 1931.
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